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Urban  District  of  Portslade-by-Sea 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1954  which  in  respect  of  its  vital  statistics  and  the  incidence  of 
Infectious  Disease,  does  not  materially  differ  from  any  of  its 
predecessors  of  the  post-war  years.  The  Population  and  the 
Birth  Rate  show  a  slight  increase  and  the  Death  Rate  a  small 
decrease  since  last  year.  Once  again  there  were  no  deaths  from 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  or  in  Childbirth,  and  there  were 
only  4  Infant  Deaths  which  made  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of 
24.4  per  1,000,  not  the  lowest  but  well  below  the  average  for  the 
whole  country. 

The  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  received  during  the 
year  were  small,  1  of  Measles,  13  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  32  of 
Whooping  Cough.  There  were  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  and 
no  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning.  18  additions  were  made 
to  the  Tuberculosis  Register  but  some  of  these  were  transfers 
from  other  areas.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  Mass  Radio¬ 
graphy  Unit  was  allowed  to  set  up  in  the  Civil  Defence  Head¬ 
quarters  in  St.  Andrews  Road  in  the  spring  and  some  2,000 
persons  passed  through  its  hands  and  as  a  result  8  new  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  brought  to  light.  This  is  equal 
to  a  rate  of  3.75  per  1,000  examined. 

The  volume  relating  to  the  1951  Census  Returns  for  the 
County  of  Sussex  appeared  during  the  year  and  provides  some 
interesting  information  about  the  population  and  other  inter- 
censal  changes  in  the  20  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the 
previous  one.  Portslade’s  population  rose  during  that  period 
from  9.527  to  13,106,  an  aggregate  of  42.5%  (11.5%  through 
an  increase  in  births  and  31%  by  immigration).  The  compo¬ 
sition  of  this  population  shows  a  much  greater  preponderence 
of  the  younger  age  groups,  63%  under  the  age  of  45  and  only 
12%  over  the  age  of  65,  the  percentage  of  married  persons — 
52.5% — is  higher  and  the  ratio  of  the  sexes,  1,114  Females  to 
1,000  Males  more  nearly  equal  than  elsewhere  in  the  country. 
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Under  the  Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act  passed  in  August 
1954  the  Council  is  required  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  an  estimate  of  and 
proposals  for  dealing  within  the  next  five  years  with  houses 
unfit  for  human  habitation  which  could  be  included  in  clearance 
areas.  A  preliminary  survey  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  showed  that  there  were  155  properties,  including 
9  individual  unfit  houses,  which  could  be  dealt  with  in  that 
manner  during  the  next  five  years.  This  is,  however,  a  tentative 
estimate  and  subject  to  modification  as  a  result  of  more  detailed 
inspection. 

Although  the  table  on  page  (15)  shows  that  the  total  numbers 
immunised  during  1954  were  practically  the  same  as  1953,  the 
age  at  which  it  was  carried  out  was  very  different.  We  are 
now  using  a  combined  prophylactic  preparation  against  both 
Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria  and  as  the  maximum  fatality 
of  the  former  disease  is  during  the  first  year  of  life,  it  is  important 
to  get  in  a  measure  of  protection  as  soon  as  possible  after 
vaccination  has  been  completed.  We,  therefore,  now  start 
the  course  of  injections  as  early  as  the  3rd  or  4th  month  of  life 
and  complete  it  by  the  7th  or  8th.  The  percentage  of  children 
immunised  during  their  first  year  amounts  to  63%,  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  last  year  but  falling  short  of  the  75%  which  the 
Ministry  of  Health  considers  necessary  to  keep  a  district  free 
from  Diphtheria.  By  comparison  the  figure  for  Infant  Vaccina¬ 
tion  was  60%. 

I  should  like  once  again  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Clerk  to 
the  Council,  Mr.  Tozer,  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  Rudgley,  and 
especially  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Donald,  and  for  the 
support  I  have  once  again  received  from  the  Sanitary  and 
Housing  Committee. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  E.  CHADWICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  :  13,710. 

Births  : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

76 

82 

158 

Illegitimate 

6 

- 

6 

Birth  Rate  :  11.96  (Standard). 

13.27  (Corrected). 


Still  Births  :  5 

1.  Rate  per  1,000  Births  :  30.48 

Deaths  : 

Male  . .  74 

Female  . .  74  Total :  148. 

Death  Rate  :  10.79  (Standard). 

10.25  (Corrected). 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child¬ 
birth  :  Nil. 

Death  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  :  4. 

Rate  per  1,000  births  :  24.4. 


Deaths  from  : 

Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  .  1 

Pneumonia  . .  .  .  3 

Cancer  (all  forms)  . .  27 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Drainage. 

The  whole  of  the  public  roads  in  the  district  are  sewered  by 
gravitation  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

All  houses  in  the  District  are  connected  to  the  public  sewers 
with  the  following  exceptions  : 

There  are  14  houses  served  by  cesspools,  of  these  cesspools 
10  have  no  sewerage  facilities  in  the  neighbourhood  and  4  do  not  , 
as  regards  the  statutory  distance,  come  within  the  requirements 
of  the  Act. 

In  addition  there  are  12  houses,  situate  in  outlying  parts  of 
the  District,  provided  with  earth  closets. 

All  sewerage  is  discharged  into  intercepting  sewers  which 
are  under  the  control  of  the  Portslade  and  Southwick  Outfall 
Sewerage  Board.  Disposal  is  by  means  of  Sea  Outfall  owned  by 
the  Board. 

Sanitary  Inspector.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  prepared 
the  following  Annual  Statement  of  his  visits  and  notices  : 


Houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  .  .  404 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  651 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  .  .  230 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  460 

Number  of  complaints  received  .  .  .  .  385 

Informal  Notices  served  (P.H.  &  H.  Act)  . .  101 

Statutory  Notices  served  . .  . .  2 

Houses  found  dirty  or  verminous  .  .  18 

Houses  with  insufficient  refuse  bin  . .  33 
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Defective  Drains 
Defective  Closets 
Defective  Sinks 


148 

21 

8 

94 

229 

41 

71 


Defective  Roofs  and  Gutters 

Damp  and  Defective  Walls  and  Ceilings 

Defective  Floors 

Defects  to  Windows,  Doors,  Grates,  etc. 


Seaweed  Flies. 


In  the  Autumn  of  1953  heavy  deposits  of  seaweed  on  the 
beaches  gave  rise  to  infestation  of  flies  along  the  Coast. 

In  conference  with  the  adjoining  Local  Authorities  it  was 
decided  to  spray  all  the  beaches  with  insecticide  during  early 
March  1954. 

The  Portslade  beach  is  in  the  ownership  of  the  South  Eastern 
Gas  Board,  and  although  infestation  was  not  so  heavy  on  this 
beach  the  whole  area  was  sprayed  with  insecticide,  the  necessary 
equipment  was  kindly  loaned  and  operated  by  the  Borough  of 
Hove  and  the  cost  was  borne  by  the  Gas  Board. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


The  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  has  been  successfully  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  year,  both  in  surface  properties  and  in 
the  Council’s  sewers. 

During  the  year  163  infestations  were  dealt  with  on  surface 
properties  and  two  sewer  treatments  carried  out. 

The  treatment  is  free  to  private  properties  but  a  small  charge 
is  made  for  business  premises. 

Eradication  of  bed  bugs. 

(1)  During  the  year  6  houses  were  found  to  be  infested 
with  vermin,  and  were  disinfested  as  follows  : 

(2)  By  removing  and  easing  all  woodwork,  architraves, 
skirting-boards,  etc.,  and  spraying  with  insecticides,  and 
in  some  cases  by  the  use  of  gaseous  fumigants. 

This  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Council,  and  the 
cost  of  materials  used  has  been  charged  to  the  Owner 
or  Occupier. 
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HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION  PROVIDED 
AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1954. 

Council  Houses  and  Flats  .  .  .  .  590 

Requisitioned  Property  .  .  .  .  1 

Old  Peoples  Bungalows  .  .  .  .  18 

Temporary  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  404 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  651 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  1  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  157 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  203 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  109 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  147 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  ren¬ 
dered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  297 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

a.  Proceedings  under  Section  9, 10  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : 

( a )  By  Owners  1 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  - 

b.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  formal  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  1 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

c.  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in 

respect  of  dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation  - 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  demolition  orders  were  made  8 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders  8 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  undertakings  were  accepted  from 
owners.  Section  19  (2)  : 

( a )  To  render  the  house  fit  for  human  habitation  Nil 

( b )  As  to  usage  other  than  for  human  habitation  Nil 

d.  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect 
of  which  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  1 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  is  only  1  Farm  in  the  District  which  is  supplying 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

During  the  year  there  were  14  Dealers’  Licences  and  11 
Supplementary  Licences  issued  for  the  sale  of  designated  Milk 
in  this  District. 


Ice  Cream. 

There  is  1  Factory  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream 
and  52  Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream. 


Food  &  Drugs  Act  1938  Section  14. 

There  are  6  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manu¬ 
facture  of  sausages,  pickled  or  preserved  food. 

There  were  14  inspections  of  registered  premises  and  in  3 
cases  an  improved  supply  of  hot  water  for  hand  washing  was 
provided. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  inspected  and  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  were  disposed  of  for  animal 
feeding  : 

104  lbs.  of  beef,  6  lbs.  of  pork,  12  lbs.  of  ham,  11  lbs.  of 
corned  beef,  32  stones  of  fish,  92  cans  of  food,  3  packets 
of  dates. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  &  1948. 
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Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 
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These  figures  include  “  Inward  Transfers 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1954. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

1954. 


There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year. 
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